
 

Pastoral Leadership Team 
 Rev. Dennis A. Suglia, Pastor  

 Deacon Joseph Mystkowski 

 Deacon Frank Rivera 

 Deacon George Riegger, Retired  

 Theresa Ellner, Business Manager                     

 Michael Lofaro, Administrator, 

     Faith Formation  

 Frances McMahon, Director, 

     Faith Formation & Music Ministers  

 Justin McMahon, Director, 

     Parish Social Ministry  

 Lori Zito, Director,  

    Parish Ministries & Events      

Eucharist:   
Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7:30am, 9am & 11am.  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday @ 8:30am 

in the Parish Center. Rosary recitation begins at 

8:15am before morning Mass. Holy Days as 

announced. 
 

Baptisms:   
Celebrated on pre-determined Sunday afternoons. 

Prior to making plans, call Parish Center for 

Baptism dates, for preparation class dates, and 

important information regarding Godparents. 
 

Reconciliation/Confession : 

For those seeking spiritual healing.   

Saturday: 4:00 to 4:30 pm in the Sacristy or by 

appointment 631-475-4506, Ext. 101 or email 

dsuglia@drvc.org   
 

Confirmation:   
In the Fall for the youth of the parish.  Adults and 

young adults can also be confirmed at Pentecost.  

Please call the Faith Formation Office 631-475-

4506, Ext. 118. 
 

Marriage: 

Friday @ 3, 4:30, 6pm; Saturday @ 11:00am, 

12:30pm, & 2:00pm.  Arrangements must be made 

one year prior to the requested date.  Please be 

aware that all the Sacraments of  Initiation should 

have been celebrated prior to the requested 

wedding date and Pre-Cana preparation is 

required. No plans should be made prior to 

meeting with a priest or deacon. 
 

Anointing of the Sick: & Dying:   
For those needing surgery or serious medical 

treatment and for those in danger of death. 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church #1515, the Sacrament should be received 

once, unless during an illness the sick person’s 

health worsens, or for subsequent surgeries, or 

after recovery they begin a new illness.  They may 

then receive it again.  Every second Friday of the 

month @ 8:30am Mass, or call the Rectory at  

631-475-0418 any time.     

St. Sylvester R. C. Church 
68 Ohio Avenue, Medford, NY  11763 

www.stsylvesterli.org 

(631) 475-4506 

A community praying, growing, serving & welcoming in Jesus Christ. 

 

October 13, 2019                                           
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time     

   

 
Let us pray for an  

attitude  
of  

gratitude! 
 

Luke 17: 11-19 



 

Parish Office: (631) 475-4506, ext 101;  Fax (631) 475-1057; email: parishoffice@stsylvesterli.org 
Mon. Tues. & Wed. 9am-12 & 1-8:30pm; Thurs. & Fri.. 9am-12pm & 1-5pm; Sun. 9:30am-
12:30pm.    
  

 

Faith Formation Office: (631) 475-4506, ext. 118; email:  faithformation@stsylvesterli.org 
Please call (631)475-4506, ext. 118 to make an appointment and we will be happy to serve you! 
 

 

Parish Social Ministry at Clare House: (631) 475-4506, ext. 122;  Fax  (631) 475-6058 
Mon. 10am - 3pm ; Wed 10am - 3pm  & 4pm - 7pm ;  Fri. 10am - 12pm 
  

 

Thrift Shop: (631) 475-4506, ext. 124;  Tu, Wed & Th ~ 10am - 3pm;  Sat ~ 10am - 1pm  

HELP PROTECT OUR CHILDREN 
TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE involving diocesan personnel, priests, deacons, teachers, employees or volunteers at schools or churches in the  Diocese of Rockville Centre, please call our confidential 

hotline number at 1-516-594-9063 and speak with Mary McMahon, LCSW, Director.  

 

 IF YOU SUSPECT a child or vulnerable adult is being—or has been abused, call the New York State Hotline phone number:  1-800-342-3720 

 

 If you suspect someone is in immediate danger, call 911. 

Office Information 

Visit our website at: www.stsylvesterli.org 

Saturday, October 12, 2019 
5:00pm  
 Jim Kummer 
 Frank Silvestri 
 Alicia McLean 
 Joseph Klemm 
 Christine “Dee” Swezey 
 Edward Leitgeb 
  
Sunday, October 13, 2019 
7:30am       Manual Esteves 
9:00am       Emilia Palatino 
11:00am     Edward Zatwarnicki (15th Anniversary) 
 
 
Tuesday, October 15, 2019 
8:30am The People of St. Sylvester 
  
Thursday, October 17, 2019 
8:30am The People of St. Sylvester 
                                                                              
Friday, October 18, 2019 
8:30am Joseph Codispoti 
 
Saturday, October 19, 2019 
5:00pm Emmerich Beslanovics 
 Maria & Luigi Russo 
 Joseph D’Angelo 
 Paul Graniello, Sr. 
 Susan Sullivan 
 Shirley Campo 
 
Sunday, October 20, 2019 
7:30am Patricia Criscouli 
9:00am Bessie Misiano 
11:00am Richard Daly (2nd Anniversary) 
   

We Pray 
 
In order to keep our Sick List up to date, we will 
remove all names at the end of each month.      
Simply call or email the Parish Office if you 
wish to place someone on the list.  Please        
remember that for the sake of privacy, this      
request must be made by either the sick person 
him/herself, or by an immediate family member. 
 

We pray for all who are sick, especially . . . 
 

 Agnes Cantarelli, Andy Magyar, Baby Emma Connolly,  
Frank Cayea, Joan McGrattan, Bob Prentiss,  Chong  
Skladel, Bill Berger, Matthew Towle, Marie Robbins,   
Edgard Ugaz and Joseph Tangel. 

We pray for all those who have died, especially: 

James Reilly, Evelyn Valentin, and Lawrence Murray. 

 

The Bread and Wine 
 used at this weekend’s liturgies  

are the gifts of   
The Valentine Family 
in loving memory of 

Linda Valentine 

All Parish Offices will be closed Monday, October 14th, in  

observance of Columbus Day. 

 

 

There will not be Reconciliation/Confessions, next Saturday, 

October 19th.  Sorry for any inconvenience.  
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Pastor’s Column 

SS Medford 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
Truth and love challenge us to love our 

neighbors and seek justice always.  This con-

cept means we must treat everyone we encoun-

ter with love, compassion, and respect.  We 

must be good shepherds of the environment.  

We must respect nature; God's created wonder. 
 

However, the greatest affront to life is abor-

tion.  Abortion snuffs out the life of the most 

vulnerable, the innocent human life in the 

womb.  As Mother Theresa has said, no civi-

lized nation is allowed to kill its children.  

Since 1973, 50,000,000 human beings have 

been victimized by abortion in the United 

States.  Let us pray for an end to abortion.  And 

let us pray to love our neighbor with zero 

prejudice and to seek to help them, as the Good 

Samaritan would. 
 

Our longing for justice and equality for all is 

rooted in our longing for heaven, where Divine 

Justice rules.  We as human beings are Imago 
Dei; our eternal longing is to rest in God 

(Augustine, Confessions, I,1).  Our hunger for 

Him calls us to submit to the Truth by con-

forming ourselves to Christ.  He who loved all 

perfectly.  We can do it too, as the saints have 

taught us.  Let us become more saintly, then, 

what else is there? 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Father Suglia 

 
 ¹ (Letter from the Chairman of the USCCB Committee on 
Pro-Life Activities.  usccb.org/prolife). 

October 13, 2019 
 

October is Respect Life Month, as designated 

by our national bishops conference, the 

USCCB.  As Christians, we are called to re-

spect life from the womb to the tomb, and at 

every stage therein. 

 

Imago Dei is a concept that is given to us in the 

earliest scripture.  We find it at the very begin-

ning of the Book of Genesis, Chapter 2 verse 

27: 

 

God created man in his own image, in 

the image of God he created him, male 

and female, he created them. 

 

We are all equal before God, created in his im-

age and likeness, Imago Dei.  There is no con-

flict between the persons of the Holy Trinity, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  They abide in 

perfect love and harmony.  The Holy Trinity is 

the power that guides our lives. 
 

Our equality exists whether we are Female or 

Male, rich or poor, citizen or migrant, powerful 

or helpless.  That is not an opinion; it is Sacred 

Scripture, from the beginning. 

 

Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City 

states, "The Church's teaching on the value and 

inviolability of every human life remains an 

indispensable source of truth for all people.   

Together may we offer this world of ours new 

signs of hope, and work to ensure that justice 

and solidarity will increase.  We pray that a 

new culture of human life will be affirmed, for 

the building of an authentic civilization of truth 

and love.” ¹ 

 

 



New Pastor Installation   
 

 

 

 

It is a tradition that when the bishop appoints a new pastor to a parish,  

he be installed publicly by a liturgical rite.   

The installation of a pastor reaffirms the priest’s and the parish’s  

connection to the bishop and diocese.  

 

The Installation of Fr. Suglia as the new pastor of St. Sylvester Parish,  

will be Saturday, October 19, 2019 at the 5:00 p.m. Mass. 

 

Everyone is invited to join in the celebration of Mass and the Installation  

and to join Fr. Suglia for refreshments  

in the Patricia Desmond Hall (Lower Level of the Parish Center)  

immediately following Mass. 

 

Most importantly, pray for Fr. Suglia and the parish, as we continue to grow in  

serving, welcoming and witnessing to the gospel of Jesus Christ! 

 

So that we may be prepared, please RSVP no later than Sunday, October 13, 2019  

by filling out the form below and dropping it off at the Parish Center, or 

mailing it to the St. Sylvester Parish at 68 Ohio Ave., Medford, NY 11763 or  

dropping it into the collection basket at Mass.     
 

Tear off here 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Yes, I will be attending! 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail Address:____________________________________________________ 

 

The number of people in your party:____________________________________ 
 

Please be sure to RSVP no later than Sunday, October 13, 2019  

by filling out this form and dropping it off at the Parish Center, or 

mailing it to the St. Sylvester Parish at 68 Ohio Ave., Medford, NY 11763 or  

dropping it into the collection basket at Mass.   Thank you!   

We look forward to being with you for this blessed occasion!  



Stewardship 

Gifts of Treasure 

October 6, 2019 
Regular ~ $9,767 

Renovation ~ $505  Solar ~ $205 

Catholic Ministries Appeal 2019 
Designated Goal:                          $65,800.00 

Amount Pledged to Date:               $41,380.00 

% of Goal Pledged to Date:                   62.9%  

Number of Donors to Date:                  145 

 Your donation can make a difference! 

 Make checks payable to: Catholic Ministries Appeal 

 
Parish: St. Sylvester Church 
 
Name: _____________________________ 
  
Address: _______________________________ 
 
                _______________________________ 
 Phone: ________________________________ 
  

Please place in collection basket  
or return to the Parish Center.  Thank you. 

Called to Evangelize   Formation      Hospitality          Prayer              Service 

CHRISTMAS ALREADY? 
Believe it our not, we are already 

planning for this year’s Holiday Fair 

on November 16th & 17th! 
 
Our Crafters are already meeting to create items 

to sell at our Fair and we welcome handcrafted 

donations from parishioners.     
 
We are also looking for those who are interested 

in helping out at this year’s Holiday Fair with our 

Raffle Tables, Christmas Café and Granny’s Attic 

areas.  If you are looking for a fun way to get  

involved here in the parish, this is it!   
 
Interested in being one of our volunteer elves 

this November? Please contact Lori Zito in the 

Parish Ministry & Events Office by email to 

lzito@stsylvesterli.org. 
 

P.S. ~ Gently used items for Granny’s Attic will 

be accepted from November 8th through 14th 

ONLY.  No TV’s please. 
 

Vendor Tables Are Still Available :  

For information  please contact 

mteachb@optonline.net  

We have also now begun accepting   

donations of new items, event & movie 

tickets, gift cards, etc. for our popular 

Holiday Fair raffle baskets. 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 
Stewardship Renewal  

Is On Its Way! 
 

Next week, we begin our 

time of renewal for  

financial stewardship.  Let 

us pray for all people in our 

parish as we reflect together on God’s 

generosity in our lives, and our response 

to that generosity. 
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Parish Social Ministry 

Thanksgiving Food Drive  
 

During the month of October we are collecting 
food in the church lobby every weekend, before 
and after masses.  These food items will be  
brought to the church basement every Monday 
morning following daily Mass.  Our level 7 chil-
dren will help to sort and date the donated 
items and they will be assembled into a “Free 
Market.”  Clare House clients will be invited to 
shop at our Free Market.  We hope to facilitate 
Thanksgiving celebrations and share the 
bounty of the harvest season with those in 
need!  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
 

Thanksgiving Items Needed:  
 

Mashed Potatoes  
Stuffing  
Cranberry Sauce  
Gravy  
Canned Vegetables (Corn/Green Beans/Peas/
Carrots/etc.)  
Yams/Sweet Potatoes  
Canned Fruit (Apples/Peaches/Cherries/
Pumpkin/etc.)  
Nuts  
Cake Mix/Pie Crust/Desserts  
Other Seasonal Non-Perishable Foods 

 

Special Request From Clare House Pantry: 
 

Soap, Shampoo, Conditioner 
Toothbrushes, Toothpaste 

Feminine Hygiene Items 

Coping with the Holidays 2019 

 

 

An opportunity to meet as community 
for a group discussion around grief 
and hope after the loss of a loved one.  
We will share practical suggestions 

about navigating the holiday season. 

 

Saturday, November 2nd, 2019 

12:00noon - 1:00pm 

St. Sylvester, Parish Center, East Wing 

 

*FREE to attend* 

*No registration required* 

*Fellowship and refreshments* 

 

For more information, please call: 

Clare House - Parish Social Ministry 

631-475-4506 x122  



 

On-Line Registration Has Been Extended  
Until October 18, 2019! 

 

Please go to www.stsylvesterli.org and click on 

Faith Formation and then Registration. 
 

If you are interested in serving as a  

Teacher/Catechist,  

please call 631-475-4506 X 118  

or email  

faithformation@stsylvesterli.org  
 

 

In the fall, we will have the  

following opportunities for Teachers/Catechists: 

 

Level 4 ~  Mondays 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 

 

Level 6 ~ Tuesday 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.  

                    Wednesday 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 

 

All Are Welcome!!!! 
Did you know that we have an  

Individualized Faith Formation Program 
for children with special needs? 

 

If your child has special needs, and has been  

diagnosed with: 

Autism 

ADD or ADHD 

Reading Disability 

Cognitive Speech Delay 

ODD or Other Behavioral Concerns 

Sensory Processing Disorder 

Other Health Impairment 
 

 ....please know that there is a place for your child  

in the St. Sylvester Faith Formation and  

Sacramental Program.  We have been blessed with 

volunteers who are educated and experienced in 

working with children with special needs  

and their families.   

Please call the Faith Formation office at  

631-475-4506, Ext 118  

so that we can help in placing your child in the class 

that will be most beneficial for them. 
   
 

Faith Formation 

Blood Drive Recap – October 9, 2019 

 

  Last Sunday over 45 donors came 

down for our Fall Blood Drive. As a result 

Saint Sylvester's Parish was able to pro-

vide Long Island Blood Services with 39 

units of blood products.  
 

  The Saint Sylvester's Council of the 

Knights of Columbus, under the leader-

ship of Rich Nuebauer provided their con-

tinental breakfast menu for the donors. 

Thanks to Co-chair Rich Muller, Dave 

Rollo, Bruce Boziwick,  Greg Keeton, 

Manny Alarcon, David Strauss, Charlie 

Schrieber and the other Brother Knights 

who were there throughout the Drive to 

cheerfully serve our donors. 
 

  The breakfast was enhanced as al-

ways through the generous donation of 

rolls by Grippi’s 7-11 and bagels courtesy 

of Bagels Your Way Café. These establish-

ments most definitely deserve our grati-

tude and your patronage. 
 

  I especially want to once again 

thank our donors for taking the time and 

making the effort to help their fellow man. 

Our winter blood drive is already Sched-

uled for January 26 2020 . I hope to see 

you there. 

     

 Sincerely, 

 Tony Speelman 

 Blood Drive Chairperson 



We are happy to announce that we will be having Children’s Liturgy  
of the Word at the 11:00 AM Mass on the following Sundays: 

 
October 13th & 27th, November 10th & 24th, December 8th & 22nd, January 12th & 26th, Febru-

ary 9th & 23rd, March 8th & 22nd and April 26th. 
  

What is Children’s Liturgy of the Word? 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is when right after the opening prayer, but before the readings, 
children are called up by the priest and accompanied by Catechists to the Worship Room in 
the Parish Center.  There, they hear and reflect on the readings at an age appropriate level, 

sing the Responsorial Psalm, the Gospel Acclamation and recite a simple Creed before return-
ing to the church to join the rest of the community for the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  This will 
take approximately 20 minutes.  During this time the adults and everyone else in the church 

will be hearing the readings as they usually do. 
  

How can my child participate in the Children’s Liturgy of the Word? 
 

When you come to the 11:00 AM Mass on the Sundays listed above, follow the directions of 
the priest when he calls the children forward to be sent to the Worship Room in the Parish 

Center.  Any child in Level 1 or above is invited to participate.  If your child has special needs 
or is shy, please feel free to accompany your child to the Worship Room.   

 

The Children’s Choir is open to all students in grades 2-8 in the parish. No audition is required, only  

enthusiasm for singing is needed. We will be singing the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month during the  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word. The Children’s Choir (and the children involved in the Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word) will also sing when we rejoin the full assembly for the remainder of Mass back in the church. 

 

The Children’s Choir and ALL children who would like to learn the music for the Children’s Liturgy of the Word will  

rehearse at 10:00 AM in the Worship Room of the Parish Center on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month. 

 

Please come join us and MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE LORD! 

 

The Children’s Choir is under the direction of Therese Blanton. 

For information email tmkblanton@gmail.com 

or call 631-928-0821 



What’s Happening? 

 

Prayer Groups 
 

Please see the Website for more details  

for Prayer Group Meetings 
  

Holy Hour & Adoration 

2nd Friday of the month ~ 8pm ~ WR 
  

Charismatic Prayer Group 

1st, 3rd & 4th Fridays of the month ~ 8pm  

Worship Room 
  

Women’s Prayer Group 

3rd Monday of the month~ 7pm ~ EW 
  

Legion of Mary 

Tuesdays ~ 1:30pm ~ Room 8 
  

Spanish Legion of Mary 

 Wednesdays ~ 5:45pm ~ Room 9   
 

First Saturday Devotion 

First Saturday of the Month 9am to 10 am Worship 

Room 
 

Religious Orders 
 

Lay Carmelites 

Support Groups 
 

Al-Anon 

Meets every Thursday 9:30am to 12:00pm 
 

Compassionate Friends  

(For those who have experienced the loss of a child) 
Second Friday of the Month at 7:30pm to 10:00pm 

 

Divorced & Separated Support 
 

If you are going through the pain of marital  

separation or divorce, we have a parishioner with a degree in 

psychology and a background in social work who will be 

happy to meet with you here in the Parish Center to support 

you at this difficult time.  Please contact our Parish  Social 

Ministry Office at Ext. 122 if you would like to set up an ap-

pointment. 

Get Involved! 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Drawing Class   
Mondays 10am to 12pm East Wing  

 

Art Class  
Tuesdays 9am to 12pm Patricia Desmond Hall 

 

Art Class  
Saturdays 9am to 12pm Patricia Desmond Hall  

 

 

 

 

 

First Wednesday of the Month 10:30am to 12pm in 

the East Wing We knit, crochet, pray and share pat-

terns.  The  shawls and lap robs are lovingly 

brought to the sick and homebound.  Donations of 

yarn are appreciated and new members always wel-

come. 
 

Senior Circle of Friends 
Second and Fourth Fridays of the Month 

12:30pm to 3:30pm  

 Hospitality Sunday 
  Come by Patricia  Desmond Hall 
(Lower Level of the Parish Center) 

after the  

9am & 11:00am Masses on  

October 13th.   

Treat yourself to some  

coffee and goodies, as well as 

fellowship with other  

parishioners! 



 

With the arrival of autumn, I'd like to invite you to 

join Faith Direct, our parish's electronic giving 

program.  
 

Our to-do lists can get lengthy during this season, 

but Faith Direct's eGiving program will give you 

one less thing to remember each week--no more 

envelopes to find before you go to Mass. 
 

You can either go online to faith.direct/NY285 or 

text the word ENROLL to (631-201-5922) 
 

Thank you for your prayerful support of St.      

Sylvester. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Suglia  

This Fall, couples who have been married 50 

years will be honored at a special Mass on 

Sunday, November 3, 2019 at Maria Regina 

Roman Catholic Church in Seaford.  

 

Mass will begin at 2:00 pm, with Bishop 

Andrzej     Zglejszewski presiding.  Please con-

tact the Parish Office to register.  Space is lim-

ited,  and registration will be accepted on a 

first come, first served basis.   

 

Registration forms can also be found on the 

diocesan website www.drvc-faith.org. If you 

have any questions you may call 516-678-5800, 

ext. 223. Holy Angels  
Regional School  

 

Parish Candy Sale 
 

 

Saturday October 19th & 
Sunday October 20th 

 
Before and after Masses! 

Please help support our School! 
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Reflection 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus explains to us how powerful faith is.  How strong is your faith?  How strong 

is it when the going gets tough? 

  
Living Stewardship…Service 
In the Second Reading and the Gospel reading, St. Paul and Jesus tell us that as Christians we must be doers.  

God has given us the faith so that we can go out to the world and tell of the Good News.  This week, show 

the world you are a Christian by taking a stand for morality, doing good for others and wearing a smile. 


